Runnymede PS Council Committee Meeting – November 23, 2016
FINAL MINUTES
Attended: Tasha Balla-Boudreau, Ivana Barbieri, David Begleiter, Charley Butler, Dale Cadeau, Laura Edwards,
Christine Evans, Sarah Frame, Susie Hardy, Kathleen Hyatt, Lisa Iafolla, Anna Intarakosit, Anita Jim, Richard
Kearns, Sharon Kelly, Greg Kerr, Ingrid Larsen, Kate Lupini, Tricia McGovern, Maureen Petrie, Andrew
Reynolds, Miriam Riches, Joa Roth, Tracy Stockley, Shirley Suurdt, Helen Williams, Pam McArthur
A.1 Call to order (Greg)
The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m.
A.2 Attendance (Dale)
A.3 Adoption of agenda (All)
The agenda was adopted as drafted.
A.4 Review of previous minutes (All)
The minutes of the Oct. 25th, 2016 meeting were approved.
A.5 Report from Co-Chairs (Dale and Greg)
• Dale gave a Runnymede Road Safety Update including an assessment from Councillor Sarah Doucette
in terms of additional safety measures that could be taken to ensure that children are safer on the
streets. Some of the recommended safety measures for Runnymede are:
(Excerpt from Sarah Doucette’s letter ‘For Runnymede Jr. And Sr. Public School, we have put forward the
following recommendations:
• School zone markings on Runnymede Rd. and Kennedy b/w Glenwood and Evelyn
• Speed limit change: 30 km/h (with flashing signal)
Dale will continue to work with the Councillor’s office to update Council with timing and decision on any changes
to be implemented.
•

Greg welcomed Beeba from Harwood Public School. She and her husband are the only Council
members at their school, and they are seeking to learn from Runnymede’s Council.

•

Update given on the Direct Donation Drive. A week before the campaign wrapped, we were only at 50%
of our goal. With hard work from the team, we were able to close $11K of the $25K gap. This is a
testament to the efforts of all involved, led by Erin Meana. From a budget standpoint, we need $37,795
to balance the budget. The good news is that we will be able to fund all desired programs. We were not
able to give as much to technology. Everyone was reminded that this Direct Drive is the primary
fundraising event. We need more families to donate resulting in increased participation. A contributing
factor to the low participation rate could be that new parents do not have much of an idea of what
Council does. We can do better at informing parents how their donations connect to programs. Several
Council members will be working on this to improve next year’s Campaign. We don’t have a lot of data
to analyze on # of families donating. Miriam Riches commented that it was felt that parents were
inundated with a lot of emails. This was good feedback.

A.6 Admin Report (Rob)
CONSTRUCTION
o Only one class left needing windows (of the rows with hoarding i.e. Room 230)
th
o Once windows are in and the finishes are done, the hoarding will come down. Date is Dec. 7 ,
2016 to get rooms back to normal. It is possible that two additional rooms may be squeezed in
before the holidays i.e. Madame Boulton & Mr. Dimitroff

NEW WING (Senior Wing)
• Soil removal started this week and will go on for two weeks. New soil will be brought in, and then the
foundation slab has to be laid. Estimated completion date is March 2017.
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
• Interviews went very well. It was discussed amongst Administration that we will move to a Student-led
Parent teacher conference. Timeline for this is the next school year i.e. having the student present in
reviewing and helping set goals for the school year.
• This week there was an anti-bullying focus with a puppet show on Tuesday and Friday, called
‘Concerned Kids’. Kindergarten to grade 3 will be exposed to this puppet show. It will reinforce the
same message that the school is already saying.
• Rob explained that ‘bullying’ is defined as targeted, ongoing, and focused on one student. Other antibullying measures that the school has include: Peer mediators, Peace Makers, Mindful activities, and
the Runnymede School Pledge.
• The Runnymede School Pledge was developed through Student Parliament, the Principal Hochberg, VP
Intarakosit, and Ms. Javor. This Pledge will be posted in each classroom and will be read over the PA.

At Runnymede Public School we pledge:
To welcome everyone by being inclusive and respectful.
We promise to have a positive mindset, by coming to school ready to learn.
We recognize each other’s strengths and differences
We lend a helping hand to those in need.
We are Runnymede.
Parent Richard Kearns asked for guidance on how to explain the pledge to younger kids. Rob has a blurb for
teachers for this purpose.
This Friday is Spirit Day; Heroes
LIBRARY REFURBISH:
A meeting was held today regarding the refurbishment of the library. It will be a long process. The Interior
Designer for the Board will be measuring and designing. Spaces will have multi-uses. Timeline for completion is
Summer Sept. 2017
Anna’s update: Teaching Resource materials were ordered for Primary and Junior divisions. These will be
stored in the library. Due to shortage of storage space, the Academic Storage room will need to be cleared out
partially as the school needs to reclaim half the room. Each committee was asked to go through their items and
nd
determine what needs to be kept and what can be removed. Dec. 2 , 2016 is the clear-out date. Anna invited
volunteers to contact her.
A.7 Teacher Report (Mr. Reynolds)
• Reading Program in Library starts in January 2017 i.e. Forest of Reading
o There are new books on equity
o $3,000 was spent on new books, both in French and English
• Student Parliament
st
A Food & Toy Drive will start on December 1 , 2016
Spirit Days have been set for the year
PP & Teaching Activity
Math Leads will roll out strategy spots for the year with a focus on Number tallies, math journals, and
problem-solving
Inquiry model of delivery continues school wide. An example of a whole class activity was shown in Mr.
Beach’s Grade 4 class sing an Archaeology activity to generate connection-making, predictions, and
inferences. See the display case outside the office for more information
th
Mr. Shook’s Grade 5/6 class is putting on a production of the Wizard of Oz in class on Dec. 7 .
Kindergarten students working on High Park through the Seasons (Visits to the Nature Centre in progress to observe the seasonal changes)

CLUBS
French Film Club with Madame Sinko is for Junior Students. They meet twice per week, starting December 2016
Chess Club, (drop-in) is with Mr. Reynolds, is for junior students, once per week, starting mid-December.
FLL: Students are working towards Competition Day. They are meeting weekly with Mr. Dimitroff and
Ms. Moldawa
Dance Club is held on Mondays and Wednesday at 7:45am with Madame Yaroski for Grades 6-8 students
Glee Club is on Tuesdays at lunch with Ms. Maddison, Madame Dart, Madame Walker and Mr. Latter.
They will be performing at the Spring Concert as well as Drama Showcase (singing)
Yearbook: Meets on Mondays at 11:30am with Madame Moens and Ms. Hatzepetros
Documenting Film Club meets Wednesdays at 11:30 with Ms. Day
MUSIC
th
Primary Choir is ongoing, prepping for Dec. 9 daytime concert (morning for Primary)
th
Kindergarten rehearsals are also ongoing for a PM Kinder concert on Dec. 9
th
Junior Concert: Dec. 14
th
Senior Concert: Dec. 6
SPORT
Badminton Open Gym: Wednesdays Junior & Fridays for senior students
Volleyball Grade 7 Boys with Ms. Duke, Grade 8 boys with Mr. Dimitroff
Senior Girls Basketball with Mr. Evangelic just wrapped up.
The Terry Fox proceeds were submitted just under $19,800.
Hour of Code: Madame Enrico will participate in ‘Hour of Code’ (Grade 3 /4 Room 248) and students
th
will be paired with Computer/tech geared students on Dec. 5 for one hour.
A.8 Committee updates
A 8.1 Arts – Ivana
• JK/SK rollout could begin in December
• Sourced a program ‘Art in Action’, which is an organic, artistic technique. Doris McCarthy, a TDSB
artist
• Grades 1 & 2 Primary students are experimenting with water colours and acrylic paint
• Grade 3 students will explore photography
• How to enrich Junior & Senior programs? Runnymede going to other festivals, maybe Council could
fund the transportation cost
• Instrument Repairs are costly but Music Teachers do this on their own. Some of the instrument
cases are in bad condition but rather than replace them, there is a plasticized paint, that is a cheaper
solution, and it extends the life of the case.
• ARTS PROGRAM Long term plan is to have a celebration, onsite or offsite, in the Spring
An 8.2 Centennial – Sarah
• Erin & Sarah met with Rob and the Construction Management Team because the scaffolding was
holding up Phase 2 of the Playground Project. We were glad to hear the good news on the
construction work.
• Spring – there is a condensed plan to implement Phase 2. Pave the asphalt – from the School to
the Basketball courts, painting games, Wall, Ball, Multi-hoop. This may involve weekend work. The
plan, once construction done, is that the scaffolding comes down, and timelines will be
communicated in January 2017.
• Working on donor-recognition sign. Plaque will go on Fence in the Centennial Grove and Turf field,
facing into the Centennial Grove.
A 8.3 Communications – Maureen
• Need to change the theme of the website,
• Migrating to a new platform will have a new look/feel

•
•

Communications has a technical person
Communications coming from Council maybe confusing during transition so please feel free to email
Maureen or Ingrid at any time

A 8.4 Spirit – Dale
th
Movie Night is Thursday Jan. 19 , 2017. There will be pre-ordering for Pizza. Pub Night is also
coming up in a few months.
A 8.5 STEM – Tasha
• Main initiative that STEM is working on is the Amazing Math Race for the Primary Grouping.
• Kindergarten students participate in the Angry Birds Program. Jan/Feb. will coordinate with teacher.
STEM needs volunteers so please get in touch!
• Amazing Math Race: Grades 1-3 this year, cutting out Grade 4 as requested by Administration. This
split follows the divisional splits i.e. Primary is only Grades 1-3
• Working on U of T Engineering Team to leverage some STEM initiatives for Grades 5-8
A 8.6 Yard – Sarah
• October: Parents & Kids came out to help with retaining walls in the Nature garden. Parents/Dads
used their nails, hammers, and power tools!
• Green Team: planted bulbs which will look lovely in the Spring
• Green Teacher program is finished for the Fall
• Grades 2 – studied Animal Habitats
• Grades 4 – studied ecosystems, living & non-living components
• Grades 6 – learning about biodiversity, species of trees
A.9 Budget Review and Approval (Dale, as Shirley arrived shortly afterwards)
• Given donations are now at $36,795 we will be able to manage our budget
• The Yard Grant will not be received from TD this year and this reduction has already been factored into
the revised budget
• Technology – some funds were trimmed from this line item in order to keep the core programs whole.
• A balanced budget was presented
MOTION:
o

Dale moves to approve the budget. Supported by Tasha. Second by Ivana. None opposed.
Motion is carried.

A.10 Ward 7 updates (Kathleen)
SEAC Survey (Special Education Advisory Committee)
Please take a few minutes to complete a survey for parents and guardians of students with special education
needs, who are now attending TDSB or who have attended TDSB in the past.
We want to hear about your experiences and ideas as we make recommendations to TDSB trustees and staff on
how to improve the education it provides to students with special education needs. Your views matter. Click here
to complete the survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SEAC-TDSB

A.11 Other business
A.12 Next meetings
th
• The next meeting will be held on Thursday January 26 , 2017.
A.13 Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm.

